APPENDIX XII

SAW-PHAY AXD SAW-MAY1

AN EXTRACT

A ROOM IN SAW-MAY'S HOUSE

Enter SAW-MAY. In a soliloquy, she says that she must mislead
HOPEFUL into thinking that she is in love with him, so as to
prevent him from discovering that she is making arrangements
to elope with her real lover, SAW-PHAY. Enter HOPEFUL.

HOPEFUL. I am sick of it all. Your father and you are always
making me do this, and do that, sending me on all sorts of errands,
even making me wash your dishes. I hope and hope and hope, and
then what do I get? Nothing, I am sick of it all, so I am going to
serve in another household and run after a new girl.

SAW-MAY. Oh, Mister Hopeful, what did you say? Now, now,
beautiful, handsome, pretty lover, where are you going ? Some people
can be really cruel and hurt those who love them. Where are you
going? Oh, Hopeful, why do you hate me so? Do you feel towards
me as if I were a stranger? Do not go, please, Mister Hopeful.

HOPEFUL. Oh, oh, what did you say? Do you mean that you love
me r What sweet words you are saying! When is the marriage going
to be? Oh, but I think you are teasing me? Will you say on oath
that you will marry me?

SAW-MAY. I swear solemnly that I shall marry dear Mister Hope-
ful when the sword swims through the water, when the sun sets in
the east, and when the lily flower grows on the top of the driest
mountain. But, Mister Hopeful, what is the use of all this swearing
on oath ? I will marry you now if you will bring me some banyan
flowers, which I desire to wear on my happy wedding day.

HOPEFUL. Oh, I feel so happy that I did not catch what you said.
Yes, darling, I do not care for oaths and all such things, for it is
obvious that you love me and further argument is purposeless. Let

1 This play has been considered on pp. 121-6.